Furneux Pelham Parish Council
Minutes of the Annual Meeting and Parish Council meeting held on 16th May 2024 at 7.00 pm
Present: Cllr. S Bratt (chair), Cllr. R. Rodrigues, Cllr. H. Smart, Cllr. M. Thorpe, Cllr. E. Wills
In attendance: three members of the public
The meeting opened at 7.03 pm
1. Resignation of Chair and election of new Chair.
The Chair resigned. Cllr. Bratt was proposed as new Chair by Cllr. Smart, seconded by Cllr. Thorpe and elected unopposed. 
2, Resignation of Vice-Chair and election of new Vice – Chair
The Vice-Chair resigned. Cllr. Smart was proposed as the new Vice-Chair by Cllr. Wills, seconded by Cllr Rodrigues and elected unopposed.
3: Apologies
None
4: Declarations of interest or dispensation requests
None
5: Chair’s announcements 
None
6: Adoption of previous minutes
The minutes of the meeting held on January 11th 2024 were accepted as a true record by those present and the Chair was authorised to sign them.
7: Report on outstanding matters
The Chair reported that he had emailed the Environment Agency regarding flooding issues at the Old Brewery but had not yet received any response.
8: Councillor responsibilities
Responsibilities for 2024-2025 were agreed as follows: -
Cllr. Rodrigues – environment
Cllr. Smart – planning
Cllr. Thorpe – roads and footpaths
Cllr. Wills – community engagement 
Cllr. Bratt – business

9: Finance
The Chair had previously circulated the 2023-2024 income and expenditure account, compiled from bank statements available online. In the absence of the Clerk, these had not yet been audited. As the Clerk is the only person currently authorised to make payments, there have been no payments made since the beginning of the year. All records necessary for audit are still held by the Clerk.
10. Police update
No update had been received by Councillors.  
11: East Herts District Council (EHDC)
Cllr. G. Williamson (EHDC Ward Councillor) reported on developments at District level.  
12: Planning applications
The eight applications received since the last meeting (see below) were noted. No action by the Parish Council is proposed at this stage. 
13: Councillor updates
None
14: Residents’ comments
The Chair of the Allotment Association had collected £175 in rents from those not paying online. These were accepted by the Chair for transfer to the Association’s fund administered within the Parish Council’s account.  
16: Next meeting
11th July 2024 at 7 p.m., Furneux Pelham Village Hall
The meeting closed at 8.14pm
APPENDIX ONE TO MINUTES
Planning Applications since last meeting:
1. Ref. No: 3/24/0749/HH: - Alterations to detached first floor granny annexe and
ground floor garage/storage outbuilding – Kingscote, Lower East End. Awaiting 
decision

2. Ref. No: 3/24/0666/HH and 3/24/0667LBC (and listed building consent): -
Replacement windows and doors, removal of part of garden wall, new vehicular 
entrance gate and new air source heat pump – The Old Granary, 1 Hall Barns. 
Awaiting decision.

3. Ref. No: 3/24/0620/SCREEN: - Request for Screening Opinion: Construction of 
50mW battery energy storage system, with associated access, landscaping and 
other infrastructure works under application 3/21/0969/FUL – Land at Greens 
Farm, Stocking Pelham. Awaiting decision.

4. Ref. No: 3/24/0467SCREEN: - Request for Section 37 Screening Opinion: 
Replacing a section of 400kV overhead line using existing towers – south of 
Pelham substation, Stocking Pelham. Awaiting decision.

5. Ref. No: 3/24/0395/FUL: - Single storey detached annex – 1 Sunnyside Cottages, 
Barleycroft End. Awaiting decision.

6. Ref. No: 3/24/0205/FUL: - Construction of a storage lagoon to store digestate and 
the formation of clay bunds - Agricultural field lying north west of Furneux 
Pelham. Awaiting decision.

7. Ref. No: 3/24/0166/FUL: - Demolition of dwelling and erection of replacement 
with new vehicular entrance, driveway and bin store. Installation of air source 
heat pump. – Dingley Dell, The Street. Awaiting decision.

8. Ref. No: 3/24/0025/HH: - Demolition of existing two storey rear element and 
erection of two storey and single storey rear extension, replacement windows and 
new rear patio area – Rose Cottage, The Causeway. Permission granted



CONFIDENTIAL
15: Personnel matters – in camera
EHDC Ward Councillor G. Williamson accepted an invitation to be present.
The Chair presented an update on the current position, covering the absence of communications with the clerk, the effect of no precept being presented, the lack of payment of bills and communication of planning applications, the lack of response to local residents for more than a year, the lack of maintenance of the website (since November 2022), and the absence of five sets of minutes since the same date. The Council does not currently have control of its own bank account. Helpful advice had  been received from HAPTC, their HR expert and neighbouring Parish Clerks. 
Three resolutions were presented by the Chair.
15.1: Resolution – “To dismiss Fiona Forth as clerk on grounds of gross misconduct in accordance with clause 7(a)(i) and 7(e) of the Clerk Disciplinary Procedure in standing orders”
Proposed: Cllr. Smart
Seconded: Cllr. Bratt
Carried unanimously
15.2: Resolution: - “To appoint Harry Smart as interim Clerk on an unpaid basis”
Proposed: Cllr. Wills 
Seconded: Cllr. Rodrigues
Carried unanimously
5.3 	Resolution – “To appoint Jane Pettitt as provider of advisory services on a casual paid basis”
Proposed: Cllr. Rodrigues
Seconded: Cllr. Thorpe
