


Furneux Pelham Parish Council
Council Minutes

Meeting held on 29th January 2025

Present:  Cllr. S Bratt (Chair)
Cllr B Goodman, Cllr. H Smart, Cllr E Wills

Clerk Yvonne Merritt

The Meeting Commenced at 7.30pm

24/85  Public Forum – There were six members of the public present.
Elisa Bragg made a presentation on the management of Kings Dell Field
Sarah Wright made a presentation on the merits of a Neighbourhood Plan.

24/86 from District and County Councillors
EHDC Cllrs G Williamson issued his apologies and had nothing to report

24/87 from the Police
PC Leon De Bruyn advised the council of the current staffing issues. He also advised there had been two thefts in Furneux Pelham in January both targeting quad bikes. He also advised that the police would be focusing on hare coursing and poaching over the next four months.               

24/88	Apologies for absence – Apologies were received from Cllr Kevin Bayes, Cllr Michael Thorpe was absent.

24/89   Declaration of interest and requests for dispensation – None

24/90   Chairman’s Announcements -  Nothing to report

24/91    Questions under Standing Order 9 – None received

24/92    Adoption of the minutes dated 11th December 2024
The Minutes of the above-named meeting were approved at a true and correct record and duly signed by the Chairman.

24/93	To receive an update on matters arising from the previous meeting which are not 
                covered in the course of this agenda and resolutions requiring action.
	Nothing additional to report.

24/94   Finance 

a) To receive an update on the Council’s financial position
The Clerk advised that the Current balance was £12089.35 as of 31st December   2024.  
b) To consider the fees and charges for the allotments
It was agreed that the fees for the allotments would remain the same with no increase for the forthcoming year.  This was proposed by Cllr Goodman, seconded by Cllr Wills and unanimously approved.


c)  To consider the draft precept calculations for 2025/26
It was noted that the precept did not increase last year and therefore it was agreed to correct the oversite the precept would increase to £6,000 for the forthcoming year.  This was proposed by Cllr Wills, seconded by Cllr Smart and unanimously approved.
d) To approve Payments
· Invoice F Knight			£95.00
· Parish Clerk invoice 9.12 – 21.1.25         £685.05

		 The Council 
	  	RESOLVED
To approve the payments.  This was proposed by Cllr Bratt, seconded by Cllr Smart and unanimously approved.

e) To approve the draft Financial Regulations
[bookmark: _Hlk189646065]The Council 
RESOLVED
To approve the Financial Regulations as set out in the report.  This was proposed by Cllr Bratt, seconded by Cllr Wills and unanimously approved.

f) To approve the draft Risk Management Policy.
The Council 
RESOLVED
To approve the Risk Management Policy as set out in the report.  This was proposed by Cllr Bratt, seconded by Cllr Smart and unanimously approved.

g) To approve the draft Financial Risk Register.
The Council 
RESOLVED
To approve the Financial Risk Register as set out in the report.  This was proposed by Cllr Wills, seconded by Cllr Smart and unanimously approved.

h) To consider the purchase of a laptop for the Clerk, estimated at a cost of £500 to include Microsoft and virus protection.
The Council 
RESOLVED
To approve the purchase of a laptop for the Clerk.  This was proposed by Cllr Wills, seconded by Cllr Smart and unanimously approved.
  	
The Chairman thanked the Clerk for work carried out on the financial policies, bringing the Council up to date.

24/95    Kings Dell Field.
The Council had listened to the presentation relating to the future maintenance of the field.  The Clerk advised that she had been in touch with the Countryside Management Service, who had agreed to look at any historical records relating to the site and would visit in the spring to assess the site, with a view of creating a management plan.  The proposals from the volunteer group had been forwarded as a base for consideration. It was suggested that in the meantime the group formulate themselves with a constitution and public liability insurance.  Cllr Smart agreed to keep them updated.
24/79   Planning Applications – 

a) The following applications were reviewed

3/23/108/FUL Old East End House, East End – Discharged in Full
3/24/0929/FUL Land Adj to Furneux Pelham Hall, South of The Street -Awaiting Decision
3/24/0881/FUL Land south of The Street - Awaiting Decision
26/06/0929/FUL Land Adj to Furneux Pelham Hall  - Awaiting Decision
3/24/1110/FUL	Land adj to White Pastures – Awaiting Decision
3/24/1298/FUL	Land Adj to Baileycroft End – Awaiting Decision
LPA24/00075/Refuse	Kingscote, The Street – Awaiting Decision
3/24/1953/FUL Land off Ginns Road – PC had concerns regarding traffic and supported comments by HCC Highways Authority.
3/24/2567/FUL Old East End House, East End – Granted with conditions
3/24/2038/FUL The Grange, 2 Lower Farm Lane – Awaiting Decision
3/24/2224AGPN Land at Greens Farm – Prior approval Req, granted with conditions
x/24/0556 Rose Cottage, The Causeway – Discharged in Full
3/24/2053 Wash Farm, The Wash – Awaiting Decision
3/25/0050HH White Pastures – no comment
3/25/0068HH Patient End House – no comment
3/25/0069LBC Patient End House - no comment
3/25/0110BC White Pastures – no comment

b) To discuss the merits of a Neighbourhood Plan
Having received a presentation for the proposal of a Neighbourhood Plan which would include all the Pelhams the Council.  It was noted that In the past the Council had considered the development of a neighbourhood plan but decided not to proceed because it didn’t have the resources and it was felt that timescales would be too long and there were no meaningful benefits to be achieved.

The view of the Council has been borne out by a report to the government following a study of several hundred neighbourhood plans stating that “the process is burdensome with the time taken to reach completion around three years (and for many it can take longer)”.

The report also said that neighbourhood plans take longer when Local Plans are in                progress.   “This can add a further 6-10 months to NDP production on average”.  This is particularly relevant here given that the 5-year review of EHDC’s District Plan is under way with public consultation scheduled to take place in 2027.

Locally, the findings of the report are also borne out by Braughing PC’s experience where the end-to-end timeline was the better part of 4 years and the financial burden was reputed to be extremely high.

                    The Council 
      RESOLVED
      That the presentation submitted to the council does nothing to change the position that
      the Parish Council does not have the resources and that timescale for development of a
      plan would be lengthy and that no meaningful benefit would be achieved.
      This was proposed by Cllr Smart, seconded by Cllr Wills and unanimously approved.

24/97  Councillor Updates

a) Website –  More work had been carried out on the website but help was need on
                 the Furneux Pelham page, it currently had a list of local businesses which
 needed to be looked at.  It was important that all work was complete by the next meeting to adhere to audit requirements.  Cllr Wills agreed to assist the Clerk.
b)  	Parish Council Logo – The Clerk suggested having a competition to design a
        logo for the Parish Council which would be open to both adults and children.
        The winning logo would then be stylised and used on all Parish Council
        communications.
        The Council
         RESOLVED
	To approve the idea. This was proposed from the Chair and unanimously
        approved.
c) Parish Council Facebook Page – Cllr Wills advised that the Parish Council Facebook
              page was now live and would report local issues.

24/98  
a) To consider the date of the Annual Parish Meeting– It was agreed that the Annual
               Parish Meeting would be held on 28th May 2025 the same day as the Council meeting

b) Date of Next meeting – It was confirmed that that the next meeting would be held on 26th March 2025.

The Meeting Closed at 9.15pm





24/99   Exclusion of Press and Public
               The Council
	RESOLVED
Under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and representatives of the press and broadcast media be excluded from the meeting during the consideration of the following items of business as publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest due to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.
This was proposed by Cllr Smart, seconded by Cllr Wills and unanimously approved.

24/100	The Clerk advised that the Police had agreed to assign an officer to try to recover the Council property.  A definitive list would be required, and Councillors were asked to assist in this matter.  The Clerk would keep members informed.










