.Furneux Pelham Annual Report
Cllr Stephen Bratt – Chair of the Council and responsible for Business Issues
cllrstephen.bratt@furneuxpelham-pc.gov.uk 
From the viewpoint of the Chair, the main issue affecting the Council this year has been to secure the services of an effective Parish Clerk and I am delighted to report that our new Clerk has been instrumental in restoring governance and order after several months of unacceptable behaviour by the previous incumbent. I cannot over-emphasize how much effort has been necessary and our thanks are due to Yvonne for undertaking this major task.

On the portfolio of business issues, complaints from two residents have very recently been received of debris and dust from the pallet yard contaminating the road at Barleycroft End. As this is an offence under the Road Traffic Act, these will be urgently pursued in the coming months.

One resident enquired about zoning for new business development and has been informed regarding the relevant national and district policies applicable to the village.

I would like to thank retiring councillor Romilda Rodrigues for her work in pursuing more effective flooding defences at the brewery and for her overall commitment and service to the council.

I pay tribute to all councillors for their support to the Council in the last twelve months.

Cllr Harry Smart – Vice Chair responsible for Planning
cllrharry.smart@furneuxpelham-pc.gov.uk

The Parish Council’s policy in consultations on planning applications is that it will generally rely on the planning authority and other relevant bodies to take into account all approved policies when considering applications for developments in the Parish, and will therefore not normally submit a formal response to the planning authority.  This policy does not override the right of Councillors to express their own opinions on individual planning applications.  The Parish Council supports the right of all individuals to submit their own comments on applications to the planning authority and would encourage them to do so.  In exceptional circumstances, where it is felt that the nature and scale of the application have potential ramifications for the wider village community, the Parish Council may invite representations from objector(s) and applicant(s), and submit responses to the planning authority as appropriate.
 
The Council will normally only deal with planning applications for developments within the boundaries of the Parish but, exceptionally, if requests for comments are received from neighbouring Parish Councils in relation to applications for developments outside Furneux Pelham, and it is considered that the development could give rise to effects that have an impact within the Parish – for example excessive heavy vehicle traffic movements, then if a majority of FP councillors are in favour, comments may be submitted to the relevant planning authority either from FPPC or jointly with neighbouring Parish Councils.  The Council Chairman will normally consult with individual Councillors as and when requests are received from neighbouring Parish Councils.  Matters arising from recent solar power / battery storage applications in neighbouring Parishes are a good example of this.
 
In the last year, Furneux Pelham Parish Council has considered more than 30 planning applications for developments in Furneux Pelham.   In line with the Council’s policy the only formal objection submitted to the planning authority was in relation to the potential adverse impact of traffic associated with the construction of a battery energy storage system and associated infrastructure including access, drainage, landscaping and other incidental works at land off Ginns Road.   Other respondents also made objections on grounds of the adverse impact of traffic.  Prior to the application being decided by the planning authority, the applicant submitted a revised traffic management plan which the authority believes addresses the earlier concerns expressed by objectors.  Measures were also taken to address other concerns and in April the application was formally approved with a long list of conditions which include a requirement to demonstrate that the agreed traffic management plan is properly implemented.
 
Another application to which the Council has previously objected on traffic grounds is that for the construction of a storage lagoon to store digestate and the formation of clay bunds at an Agricultural Field Lying North West Of Furneux Pelham.  This application was submitted in February 2024 but is still awaiting a decision.
 
Cllr Eddie Wills - responsible for Community Engagement, Communication and Village Hall.
cllreddie.wills@furneuxpelham-pc.gov.uk 
As a parish councillor leading on community engagement, I’ve strived to support residents in tackling long-neglected poor road conditions and have backed continued efforts behind a local campaign that gained national media attention for its grassroots impact. By challenging local authorities and mobilizing the local MP the campaign continues to demand the right courses of action be agreed.  Alongside this, early efforts to explore community uses for a parcel of land recently gifted to the parish is underway. Through consultations and engagements with relevant government bodies, we’re poised to support an initiative which has a shared vision—whether for green space, a community hub, or nature reserve —that reflects local needs and brings people together.
Cllr Michael Thorpe  - responsible for Footpaths and Highways
cllrmichael.thorpe@furneuxpelham-pc.gov.uk

The Parish Council has overseen continued maintenance and improvement works on the network of public rights of way and road surfaces across the parish. A summary of recent activity and ongoing requirements is set out below:

Footpaths - A number of repairs and replacements to footpath signs and way markers have been completed to ensure clear navigation and accessibility across walking routes.

Regular clearance of overgrown vegetation along public footpaths has been undertaken, improving safety and usability for pedestrians.

Two sections of footpath remain in need of attention: the route opposite the Colonel’s House and the path running behind the back of the school. These locations are due for inspection and repair to address surface damage and ensure safe passage.

Potholes and Road Repairs - A total of 44 potholes have been reported throughout the parish road network to date.

Significant pothole remediation work has been carried out along Ginns Road, including a full resurfacing of the area leading up to The Wash.

The stretch of road between Battles Barns and the chicane on the approach to East End has received temporary repairs. While these works have improved conditions in the short term, permanent resurfacing will be required.

The following areas continue to require urgent remediation due to persistent or worsening surface defects:
· Approaches at both the western and eastern ends of East End
· Violets Lane
· Whitebarns
· Several additional dispersed sites identified across the wider parish

Residents are strongly encouraged to report potholes and road surface issues using the East Herts Council’s online reporting facility https://www.eastherts.gov.uk/highways-parking/report-street-light-or-pothole.  Timely and accurate reporting allows for better prioritisation of repairs and supports the Council’s ability to act promptly.

Funding and Opportunities - There has been an increase in available funding for pothole repairs, and the Parish Council should proactively seek to capitalise on this by ensuring all road surface issues are reported and documented. Early identification and communication with the Highways Authority will improve the likelihood of securing resources for permanent repairs.

Cllr Kevin Bayes – responsible for the Environment
cllrkevin.bayes@furneuxpelham-pc.gov.uk

As a parish councillor with the responsibility for environmental matters, my role is safeguarding and protecting our local environment. This responsibility encompasses a range of duties, including promoting sustainability, overseeing green spaces, and addressing environmental concerns within the community.
 
Residents are naturally concerned about pollution, litter, and fly-tipping problems together with flooding and I will work with local authorities and organisations, to support eco-friendly policies and encourage responsible development.
 
I support green initiatives such as conservation efforts and waste reduction and will support projects like tree planting, flood prevention, and community clean-ups.
 
It is important to maintain our local area, ensuring a cleaner, greener, and more sustainable space for current and future generations.

Cllr Bradley Goodman – responsible for Allotments
cllrbradley.goodman@furneuxpelham-pc.gov.uk
 
I’m looking forward to taking on the responsibility of the allotments as part of my role on the Furneux Pelham Parish Council. It’s a great opportunity to support a much-loved part of our village and to help ensure the allotments remain a welcoming and well-maintained space for everyone who uses them. I’m excited to have joined the council and to play a small part in something that brings people together and adds so much value to our community.

Yvonne Merritt – Clerk to the Council and Responsible Financial Officer
clerk@furneuxpelham-pc.gov.uk 

Government legislation has required the Council to create a new website www.furneuxpelham-pc.gov.uk and each councillor and the Clerk now have dedicated email addresses which are listed above.  As the website is developed you will be able to find information appertaining to the works of the Parish Council.  The Council meet bimonthly, dates, agendas and reports are available on the website.  The meetings start at 7.30pm in the Village Hall and members of the public are invited to attend

The Council was without a Clerk for some time therefore there has been a great deal of work required to ensure that the Council operates within a legislative framework. This work will continue during the next financial year.

 Having kept the precept fixed for the last two years, the Council have taken the difficult decision to increase the precept this year to ensure that the Council finances remain stable.
