


Furneux Pelham Parish Council
Council Minutes

Meeting held on 26th March 2025

Present:  Cllr. S Bratt (Chair)
Cllr K Bayes, Cllr B Goodman, Cllr. H Smart, Cllr E Wills

Clerk Yvonne Merritt

The Meeting Commenced at 7.30pm

24/101  Public Forum – There were four members of the public present.
Questions were raised about the hedge surrounding the Village Hall car park.  It was agreed that the hedge would be lightly trimmed back and the flail work would commence when the nesting season was over.

24/102 from District and County Councillors
EHDC Cllrs G Williamson advised the Council on the changes to the waste collection which would commence in April.

24/103 from the Police
PC Leon De Bruyn sent his apologies and had nothing to report.               

24/104	Apologies for absence –  Cllr Michael Thorpe was absent.

24/105   Declaration of interest and requests for dispensation – None

24/106   Chairman’s Announcements  - The Chair advised that he had received representation regarding the state of the roads in the village.  There were major concerns regarding the number of potholes and there had been a recent serious accident involving a motor cyclist.  There was also flooding, where the gullies needed cleaning out. These faults had been reported but no action taken.
It was noted that there had been recent publicity that the government were to give councils additional funds for road repairs.

It was agreed that the Clerk would contact Herts Highways to try and organise a site meeting with a highways engineer to look at the all the issues.

24/107  Questions under Standing Order 9 – None received

24/108  Adoption of the minutes dated 29th January 2025
The Minutes of the above-named meeting were approved at a true and correct record and duly signed by the Chairman.

24/109 	To receive an update on matters arising from the previous meeting which are not 
                covered in the course of this agenda and resolutions requiring action.
	Nothing additional to report.



24/110   Finance 

a) To receive an update on the Council’s financial position
The Clerk advised that the Current balance was £11,254.00 as of 3rd March 2025.

b) To approve payments.
· Parish Clerk invoice £1100.62
· CP Associates £75.05
This was proposed by Cllr Smart, seconded by Cllr Bayes and unanimously     approved

c)  To approve the setup of direct debit for 2025/26
It was agreed that a new direct debit paid to the Hundred Parishes be set up from April 2025 for a sum of £10.00 per annum.
This was proposed by Cllr Smart, seconded by Cllr Wills and unanimously approved.

d) To Review the effectiveness of the Internal audit.
In line with the Account and Audit regulation (Si 2006 no. 564) the Council reviewed the effectiveness of the internal audit process and concluded that the scope, independence, competence, relationship, planning and reporting were satisfactory and in line with the regulations.
This was proposed by Cllr Smart, seconded by Cllr Goodman and unanimously approved.

e) To approve the Fixed Asset Register.
The Clerk confirmed that the Fixed Asset register had been checked and up to date.
[bookmark: _Hlk189646065]The Council 
RESOLVED
To approve Fixed Asset Register as set out in the report.  This was proposed by Cllr Bratt, seconded by Cllr Smart and unanimously approved.

f) To approve the Risk Register updated for 2024/25.
The Council 
RESOLVED
To approve the Risk Register as set out in the report.  This was proposed by Cllr Wills, seconded by Cllr Bratt and unanimously approved.

g) To approve the draft Risk Assessment for the Allotments.
The Council 
RESOLVED
To approve the Allotment Risk Assessment as set out in the report, with one minor addition relating to the water supply.  This was proposed by Cllr Wills, seconded by Cllr Smart and unanimously approved.

24/111    Kings Dell Field.
The Clerk advised that she and the Chairman would be meeting a representative from the Countryside Management Service in May to assess the site and consider a management Plan.
	


24/112   Planning Applications – 

a) The following applications were reviewed

3/24/0929/FUL Land Adj to Furneux Pelham Hall, South of The Street -Awaiting Decision
3/24/0881/FUL Land south of The Street - Awaiting Decision
26/06/0929/FUL Land Adj to Furneux Pelham Hall  - Awaiting Decision
3/24/1110/FUL	Land adj to White Pastures – Approved with conditions
3/24/1298/FUL	Land Adj to Baileycroft End – Awaiting Decision
LPA24/00075/Refuse	Kingscote, The Street – Awaiting Decision
3/24/1953/FUL Land off Ginns Road – PC had concerns regarding traffic and supported comments by HCC Highways Authority.
3/24/2038/FUL The Grange, 2 Lower Farm Lane – Refused
3/24/2053 Wash Farm, The Wash – Awaiting Decision
3/25/0050HH White Pastures – Withdrawn
3/25/0068HH Patient End House – Refused
3/25/0069LBC Patient End House - Refused
3/25/0110BC White Pastures – Withdrawn
3/25/0313/HH Duck Barn – No comment
3/25/0298/FUL The Little Thatched Barn – No comment.


24/113  Councillor Updates

a) Website – Councillors had looked at the website and agreed in the short term to
        keep information on the website formal, using the Council’s Facebook page and
        noticeboard for more informal information.
        Cllr Bratt asked if maps of the footpaths and roads to the village be put on the
        website with the relevant road/path numbers.  The Clerk agreed to contact Herts
        Highways for this information.
b) To consider the Councillor responsibilities for the forthcoming year.
         It was agreed that the responsibilities would be shared out as follows:
	Cllr Bratt – Business and Finance
	Cllr Smart – Planning
	Cllr Wills – Community Engagement, Communication and Village Hall
	Cllr Goodman – Allotments
	Cllr Bayes – Environment and Waste Management
	Cllr Thorpe – Highways and footpaths

c) Annual Meeting
                         It was confirmed that the Annual meeting would take place on 28th May 2025.
                         The Clerk asked Cllrs to start to consider their items for the Annual Report.  It
                         was agreed that each Cllr would write a short report on there work in the past year.
                        The Clerk would send an email with the required submission date.
 
                d)     Allotment Rules
                         The Council 
                         RESOLVED
                         To approve the Allotment Rules as per the report.
                         This was proposed by Cllr Bratt, seconded by Cllr Smart and unanimously approved.
           


e) Parish Council Logo – Cllr advised that the poster advertising the competition for a parish logo had been forwarded to the school and put on the Councils Facebook page.  The school had been engaged with a recent OFSTED inspection which meant that the information had not been forwarded to the pupils, Cllr Wills would chase.

f) Pallet Yard Debris – It had been noted that there was an increasing amount of debris from the Pallet Yard which was encroaching onto highway and verges.  The Clerk was asked to contact EHDC planning and environmental health departments to report the breach and to copy EHDC Williamson.

g) Highway Mirrors – Cllr Wills mentioned he felt the village would benefit from the installation of mirrors on the highway to help vision around the blind bends around the village, thought to be four in total.  The Clerk agreed to add this to the list for the highway engineers visit.
     

24/114
a) Date of Next meeting – It was confirmed that that the next meeting would be the Annual Meeting followed by the Annual Parish Meeting to be held on 28th May 2025. 

The Meeting Closed at 8.50pm

24/115   Exclusion of Press and Public
               The Council
	RESOLVED
Under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and representatives of the press and broadcast media be excluded from the meeting during the consideration of the following items of business as publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest due to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.
This was proposed by Cllr Smart, seconded by Cllr Wills and unanimously approved.

24/116	The Clerk advised that the Police had assigned an officer to the case, and they were going to get a statement from the Clerk and Chairman in an attempt to try to recover the Council property.  A definitive list had been forwarded to the officer.  The Clerk would keep members informed.










