


Furneux Pelham Parish Council
Council Minutes

Meeting held on 30th July 2025

Present:  Cllr. S Bratt (Chair)
Cllr B Goodman, Cllr. H Smart, Cllr Thorpe

Clerk Yvonne Merritt

The Meeting Commenced at 7.30pm

25/29 Public Forum – There were two members of the public present.
Comments were raised about access to the Parish Council website. www.furneuxpelham-pc.gov.uk Incorrect information was held by partner Councils.  The Clerk agreed to have them amended.
There were also concerns about the planning process and how members of the public could access information. 

7.55 Cllr Smart joined the meeting.

25/30 Representations from District and County Councillors – no report

25/31 from the Police – no report
              
25/32 Apologies for absence – Apologies were received by Cllrs Bayes and Wills

25/33 Declaration of interest and requests for dispensation – Cllr Goodman declared a personal interest in item 25/38 d)

25/34   Chairman’s Announcements - The Chair advised that he had attended a meeting held by HAPTC relating to the proposed disbanding of HCC into unitary authorities.  The 11 district councils had dismissed having one authority as the government lead ideal number of residents should be around 500k.   There were a number of suggestions on the table although nothing had been decided.  There would be further discussion and information in the coming months.
A speaker from the national association NALC, also attended and advised that 95% of councils were members with the average precept being set at £92.00 per household.

25/35 Questions under Standing Order 9 – None received

25/36 Adoption of the minutes dated 28th May 2025
The Minutes of the above-named meeting were approved at a true and correct record and duly signed by the Chairman.
The minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting were noted.
	These were proposed by Cllr Thorpe, seconded by Cllr Bratt and unanimously approved.

25/37 	To receive an update on matters arising from the previous meeting which are not 
                covered in the course of this agenda and resolutions requiring action.

.org Website – The Clerk advised that she had contacted the company hosting the .org website asking for it to be taken down.  They had responded advising that whilst it was obvious that the website related to the parish council the ownership belonged to an individual.  It was assumed that the license would not be renewed and then the website would be taken down.
	
25/38   Finance 

a) To receive an update on the Council’s financial position
The Clerk advised that the Current balance was £10,595.04 as at 22nd July 2025.

b) To approve payments.
· HMRC Tax April  		£   82.00
· HMRC Tax May		£   81.80
· Clerks Salary June		£327.80
· HMRC Tax June		£    81.80
· Zurich Insurance		£241.00
· Castle Water Allotments	£   35.16
· 
This was proposed by Cllr Smart, seconded by Cllr Goodman and unanimously     approved

c)  To consider the purchase of a Cloud based Security Bolt on.

Members considered the information within the report and agreed that cloud-based storage would be essential moving forward.  The idea was agreed in principle and asked the Clerk to contact Cllr Wills for his advice on the matter.

d) To consider the purchase of play bark for the play area.
Cllr Goodman declared a personal interest and did not vote on the proposal.
The Council agreed to pay for the play bark at a cost of £220.

This was proposed by Cllr Smart, seconded by Cllr Bratt and approved.

e) To approve the Financial Internal Control Policy.

[bookmark: _Hlk189646065]The Council 
RESOLVED
To approve Financial Internal Control Policy as set out in the report.  This was proposed by Cllr Thorpe, seconded by Cllr Smart and unanimously approved.

f) To approve the Risk Register updated for 2024/25.
The Council 
RESOLVED
To approve the Risk Register as set out in the report.  This was proposed by Cllr Wills, seconded by Cllr Bratt and unanimously approved.

g) To consider an application to park a vehicle in the Council owned car park.

After consideration and discussion
The Council 
RESOLVED
To approve the application to park a vehicle as set out in the report.  The Clerk was actioned to draft a lease agreement with a caveat that permission could be retracted at any time, and to set up a payment schedule.

The Clerk was also asked to investigate the option for a parking regulation company to oversee the area.

This was proposed by Cllr Smart, seconded by Cllr Thorpe and unanimously approved.

25/39    Kings Dell Field.
                 
Members considered the draft management plan for Kings Dell Field and agreed to approve the plan.  The Clerk advised that she had applied for grant funding from the Hundred Parishes fund and had received confirmation that the application had been successful.  Grant funding had been awarded for £3,000 towards an interpretation board and bench seat.

The Clerk said she would ask interested residents if they still want to form a volunteer group and obtain quotations for the noticeboard and bench for the next meeting.
The Chairman also advised that there may be more grant funding available which needed to be matched funded, however this could be offset by volunteer labour.

25/40   Planning Applications – 

a) The following applications were reviewed

3/24/0929/FUL Land Adj to Furneux Pelham Hall, South of The Street -Granted with conditions
26/06/0929/FUL Land Adj to Furneux Pelham Hall  - Awaiting Decision
3/24/1298/FUL	Land Adj to Baileycroft End – Awaiting Decision
LPA24/00075/Refuse	Kingscote, The Street – Awaiting Decision
3/25/0825 Land North of East End - Awaiting Decision
X/25/0367/CND White Pastures - Awaiting Decision
3/25/0919/VAR Land Adj to Hall Cottage, The Street – Awaiting Decision
3/25/1060/PNHH Stable Cottage, Patients End Barns – Decision prior to approval not required.
3/25/0991/FUL The Little Thatched Barn, East End – No Comment
3/25/1037/FUL Tye Cottage, East End - No Comment
3/24/2038/FUL LPA Appeal 25/00044 Refuse The Grange 2 Lower Farm Lane East End – No Comment.

25/41  Councillor Updates

a) Highways – Cllr Thorpe
· Byway at Hixham had been cleaned up on the regular maintenance rounds, however it was highly unlikely that that new signage would be installed.
· The Road through East End would be fixed with concrete chippings between 13th – 18th August
· However, there was no progress for Violets Lane.

b) Car Park Hedge – Cllr Goodman
· Cllr Goodman agreed to obtain quotations for the cutting back of the hedge in the carpark site and report back to the next meeting.

c) White Barns Lane – Cllr Bratt
· Residents had approached Cllr Bratt, advising that they were considering privately paying for the resurfacing of White Barns Lane through subscription.  However, they were concerned about future liability and how they could prevent heavy traffic (refuse lorries and school traffic) from wear and tear of the surface.  The Clerk contacted the HCC single point of contact, they could not find any record of correspondence, copies of the original letter have been forwarded.
The Clerk was asked to contact MP to ask for an update following a question in Parliament for funding for the resurfacing of the road.

The Meeting Closed at 8.55 pm

25/42   Exclusion of Press and Public
               The Council
	RESOLVED
Under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and representatives of the press and broadcast media be excluded from the meeting during the consideration of the following items of business as publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest due to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.
This was proposed by the Chair and unanimously approved.

25/43	The Clerk advised that she had received a number of Drop Boxes full of data, minutes, agenda’s and accounts from the previous Clerk.  Information from the historic asset registers showed that the Council computer had been purchased in 2015.  It was felt that the majority of information was now in the Council’s possession and therefore there would be no further action taken.  The Clerk would notify the police and solicitor accordingly.











