
Furneux Pelham Parish Council
Annual Meeting Minutes

Meeting held on 28th May 2025

Present:  Cllr. S Bratt (Chair)
Cllr K Bayes, Cllr Thorpe Cllr E Wills

Clerk Yvonne Merritt

The Meeting Commenced at 8.03 pm

25/07  Public Forum – There were two members of the public present.

25/08 	Report from District and County Councillors
EHDC Cllrs G Williamson sent his apologies.

25/09	Report from the Police
Nothing to report.               

25/10 	Election of Chairman for the municipal year 2025/26
Cllr Wills nominated Cllr Bratt which was seconded by Cllr Bayes and unanimously supported.
	Cllr Bratt accepted the nomination and duly signed the declaration of acceptance.	

25/11	Election of Vice Chair for the municipal year 2025/26
Cllr Bratt advised that Cllr Smart was prepared to stand as Vice Chair for the following year.  This was seconded by Cllr Thorpe and unanimously supported.
Cllr Smart was elected as Vice Chair the following year.

25/12 Apologies for absence – Apologies were received from Cllrs Goodman and Smart.

25/13  Declaration of interest and requests for dispensation – None

25/14 Chairman’s Announcements  - None 

25/15  Questions under Standing Order 9 – None received

25/16 Adoption of the minutes dated 26th March 2025
The Minutes of the above-named meeting were approved at a true and correct record and duly signed by the Chairman.


25/17 	To receive an update on matters arising from the previous meeting which are not 
                covered in the course of this agenda and resolutions requiring action.
	Nothing additional to report.

25/18 	Representatives from outside bodies
Cllr Bratt advised the purposed of the Charity and the Council confirmed the current representatives.

25/19	Bank Mandate and authorised signatories.
The Council confirmed that Cllrs Bratt and Smart remain as signatories, and these would be joined by Cllrs Bayes and Wills.
This was proposed by the Chair and unanimously approved.

25/20	Grants and Subscriptions
	The Council confirmed the subscription to The Hundred Parishes at a sum of £10 PA

25/21   Finance 

1. To receive an update on the Council’s financial position
The Clerk advised that the Current balance was £13,399.34 as of 6th May 2025.

1. To approve payments.
· Parish Clerk total 		£1176.78
· HAPTC Subscription 	£  368.65
· HAPTC Cllr training		£      34.00
· Laptop			£   490.00
· HAPTC Internal Audit	£   200.36
· Petty Cash			£      18.95
This was proposed by Cllr Wills, seconded by Cllr Bayes and unanimously     approved

1.  To receive and note the final update report of the Internal Auditor.
The Cllrs noted the contents of the report and wanted to comment on the amount of work undertaken in the past 10 months.  The Clerk advised that outstanding issues would be addressed in the coming months.
The Council 
RESOLVED
To note the report.
This was proposed by Cllr Thorpe, seconded by Cllr Wills and unanimously approved.

1. Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) 2024/25.
The Council reviewed the AGAR and completed the forms, noting that the return had to be submitted before 30th June 2025.
The Council 
RESOLVED
To approve the AGAR for 2024/25 and the contents therein.
This was proposed by Cllr Bayes, seconded by Cllr Thorpe and unanimously approved.

1. Standing Orders and Direct Debits 2025/26
The Council 
RESOLVED 
To approve the following direct debits for 2025/26
· Castle Water
· Hundred Parishes
· Information Commissioners Office
        This was proposed from the Chair and unanimously approved.
1. To approve the contract of employment for the Clerk and RFO following the auditors recommendations.

Cllr’s Smart and Bratt has undertaken the review inline with the auditors report and the HAPTC model contract.

The Council 
RESOLVED
To approve the contract of employment for the Clerk and RFO as set out.  This was proposed by Cllr Wills, seconded by Cllr Bratt and unanimously approved.

25/22	Calendar of Meetings
	
The Calendar of Meetings was approved and the Clerk was asked to contact the Village Hall to book the dates. These would then be published on the website.

25/23    Kings Dell Field.
The Clerk advised that she and the Chairman had met with a representative from the Countryside Management Service who had assessed the site.  He had been enthusiastic regarding the biodiversity of the site and had agreed to draft a management plan for consideration for the July Meeting.
	
25/24  Planning Applications – 

1. The following applications were reviewed

3/24/0929/FUL Land Adj to Furneux Pelham Hall, South of The Street -Awaiting Decision
3/24/0881/FUL Land south of The Street – withdrawn 29.4.25
26/06/0929/FUL Land Adj to Furneux Pelham Hall  - Awaiting Decision
3/24/1298/FUL	Land Adj to Baileycroft End – Awaiting Decision
LPA24/00075/Refuse	Kingscote, The Street – Awaiting Decision
3/24/1953/FUL Land off Ginns Road – Approved with conditions 29.4.25
3/25/0313/HH Duck Barn – Refused 29.4.25
3/25/0298/FUL The Little Thatched Barn – Refused 15.5.25
3/25/0486/VAR Old East End House – Withdrawn 14.4.25
3/25/0556/LBC White Pastures – Refused 19.5.25

25/25	Nominations for the HAPTC Executive
Members considered the requested, but the Council did not receive any nominations.  The Clerk would advise HAPTC accordingly.

25/26  Councillor Updates

a) Allotments – The Clerk advised that all the money had been collected from current plot holders, however there were 5 ½ vacant plots.  It was agreed that there would be an advertising campaign to try and fill the vacant plots.  It was proposed that Cllrs Goodman and Thorpe write an article for the Pelhams Magazine to be submitted before 15th June and that the Clerk do a poster for social media and the website.

b)  Pallet Yard Debris – It had been noted that there was an increasing amount of debris from the Pallet Yard which was encroaching onto highway and verges.  The Clerk was asked to contact EHDC planning and environmental health departments to report the breach and to copy EHDC Williamson.

c)  Highway Maintenance issues and Mirrors –   The Clerk advised that she had emailed Herts Highways on all the issues previously raised and was waiting for a response.   

d) Definitive Rights of Way Map – The Clerk advised that she had contacted Herts Rights of Way Officer and was awaiting a response.

25/27
1. Date of Next meeting – It was confirmed that that the next meeting would be the 30th July 2025 at 7.30pm

The Meeting Closed at 9.00 pm

25/28   Exclusion of Press and Public
               The Council
	RESOLVED
Under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and representatives of the press and broadcast media be excluded from the meeting during the consideration of the following items of business as publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest due to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.
This was proposed by Cllr Thorpe, seconded by Cllr Wills and unanimously approved.

25/29	The Chair advised that the Council had got all the historical records back together with the printer and the deeds for the carpark, however all the property appertaining to the previous Clerks employment was still missing, including the Council laptop.

	The Clerk advised that she had contact the police accordingly and the case was still with them.








