


Furneux Pelham Parish Council
Council Minutes

Meeting held on 24th September 2025

Present:  Cllr. S Bratt (Chair)
Cllr B Goodman, Cllr Thorpe, Cllr Wills

Clerk Yvonne Merritt

The Meeting Commenced at 7.31pm

25/44 Public Forum – There were five members of the public present.
Emma and Connor Harrison spoke regarding the grazing of Kings Dell.  They stated that they would need electric fencing, and maintenance to the area.  They offered help with maintenance and securing the bench/s.  The proposal would be to graze 3-4 sheep during the autumn of 2026.  The Chair thanked them for their presentation.

Martin Prescott from Nutwood Pubs, spoke to the committee regarding the possibility of putting in a bid to acquire the Brewery Tap which is currently up for sale.

David Strevenson who lives next to the area spoke regarding agenda item 25/53 e) regarding the hedge cutting of the Council car park, speaking in favour of the proposal.

25/45 Representations from District and County Councillors 
EHDC Cllr Williamson sent his apologies with nothing to report

25/46 Representations from the Police – 
PC Leon De Bruyn sent his apologies with nothing to report.
              
25/47 Apologies for absence – Apologies were received by Cllrs Bayes and Smart

25/48 Declaration of interest and requests for dispensation – There were no declarations

25/49   Chairman’s Announcements - The Chair advised that he had attended the AGM of the 100 Parishes.  He had thanked the management committee for the grant awarded towards Kings Dell. Attendees were advised that this year the grants allocation had been increased to a total of £15,000 of which FPPC had received £3,000.

25/50 Questions under Standing Order 9 – None received

25/51 Adoption of the minutes dated 30th July 2025
The Minutes of the above-named meeting were approved at a true and correct record and duly signed by the Chairman.
Proposed by Cllr Thorpe, seconded by Cllr Goodman and unanimously approved.

25/52 	To receive an update on matters arising from the previous meeting which are not 
                covered in the course of this agenda and resolutions requiring action. -None
	


25/53   Finance 

a) To receive an update on the Council’s financial position
The Clerk advised that the Current balance was £9674.84 as at 15th September 2025.

b) To approve payments.
· Microsoft Office Licence		£ 84.99
· Village Hall Hire			£ 80.00
· Litter Picking Jan – June		£120.00
· Refund of Petty Cash Printer Ink	£ 15.29
· Milage Payment			£17.30
· Parish On-Line Annual Subs	£378.00

This was proposed by The Chair and unanimously approved

c)  Notice of Audit
The final notice of audit was noted with thanks to the Clerk for work completed.
The notice of audit was proposed for approval from the Chair and unanimously approved.

d) Refurbishment of noticeboards and village hall sign
Members of the committee considered the quotation and agreed to the Refurbishment of noticeboard at Village Hall   £200
Refurbishment of noticeboard at School            £150
Cllr Goodman also advised that the Village Hall sign would be refurbished as part of the quotation.
The works were proposed by Cllr Goodman, seconded by Cllr Thorpe and unanimously agreed.

e) Quotation for hedge cutting of the Parish Car Park
Members considered the quotation to cut back the hedge to the Council Car Park, it was estimated that the hedge would be cut back by about 6ft.  Additional work would be required at a later date to reduce the height of the trees.  
Cllr Wills proposed the quotation of £800 + Vat be accepted, seconded by Cllr Thorpe and unanimously approved.
25/54    Kings Dell Field.
                 
Potential Grazing -Members considered the proposal to graze Kings Dell with sheep commencing in the autumn of 2026 agreed to approve the plan.  As grazing was not imminent it was agreed that the draft grazing licence would be considered at the later date.
Quotations 
Noticeboard Members considered the details within the report and agreed to award the contract to Company B at a cost of £1452.00 providing that the total price including delivery did not exceed £2,000.
This  was proposed by the Chair and unanimously approved.
Bench Members considered the details within the report and agreed the contract should be issued to company C at a cost of £937.20 for two benches.

25/55  Review of Policy Documents
	H&S Policy
[bookmark: _Hlk210055138]Council approved the H&S policy without amendment.  This was proposed by Cllr Thorpe, seconded by Cllr Bratt and unanimously approved.

The following policies were created in line with the new AGAR Assertion 10 of the Practitioners Guide which would be included in the 2026 Audit review.
IT Policy
[bookmark: _Hlk210055356]Council approved the IT policy without amendment.  This was proposed by Cllr Goodman seconded by Cllr Wills and unanimously approved
Data Protection Policy
Council approved the Data Protection Policy without amendment.  This was proposed by Cllr Goodman seconded by Cllr Wills and unanimously approved
Website Accessibility Statement 
Council approved the Website Accessibility Statement without amendment.  This was proposed by Cllr Goodman seconded by Cllr Wills and unanimously approved

25/56    Planning Applications – 

a) The following applications were reviewed

26/06/0929/FUL Land Adj to Furneux Pelham Hall  - Refused 12th September 2025
3/24/1298/FUL	Land Adj to Baileycroft End – Awaiting Decision
LPA24/00075/Refuse	Kingscote, The Street – Awaiting Decision
3/25/0825 Land North of East End – Refused 28th August 2025
X/25/0367/CND White Pastures – Discharged in Full
3/25/0919/VAR Land Adj to Hall Cottage, The Street – Approved 24th September 2025
3/25/0991/FUL The Little Thatched Barn, East End – Awaiting Decision
3/25/1037/FUL Tye Cottage, East End - Awaiting Decision
3/24/2038/FUL LPA Appeal 25/00044 Refuse The Grange 2 Lower Farm Lane East End – Appeal Awaiting Decision
3/25/1108/FUL Land South of The Street - Awaiting Decision
3/25/1059/HH Stable Cottage Patients End - Awaiting Decision
3/25/1180 Hollybush The Street – Refused 24th September 2025
3/25/1298 Land at Barley Croft – No Comment
3/25/1071/LBC Amended Plan Hixham Cottage Hixham Road – No Comment

25/57  Councillor Updates

a) Land Behind Bowyers Cottage – Cllr Goodman

Members where informed of the work carried out behind Bowyers cottage where all the trees had been felled clearing the site.  It appeared that EHDC tree officer had failed to respond during the consultation time and therefore the developers had carried out the work.  However, it is felt that this was a mistake.  Letters of complaint had been sent to Natural England, the MP, EHDC and the Rural Police.  Cllr Goodman was asking the Parish Council to respond in kind as it was felt that the heart of this historic village had been destroyed.  A question was raised regarding the application of a felling licence and also the destruction of a pond in which great crested newts had been seen.

The Council asked the Clerk to respond in kind to the authorities listed above.
b) White Barns Lane – Cllr Bratt
· A meeting had taken place between the Chairman, Clerk and Operations Manager at HCC responsible for Rights of Way to discuss the proposal from residents to pay for the resurfacing of White Barns Lane.  It was agreed to put the item on the next agenda with a view of setting up a working party to include interested parties.
· It was also noted that the MP who was working on behalf of residents of White Barns Close had been in touch with the CE of HCC.

The Meeting Closed at 8.55 pm
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