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Furneux Pelham Parish Council
Council Minutes

Meeting held on 26th November 2025

Present:  Cllr. S Bratt (Chair)
Cllr B Goodman, Cllr Smart, Cllr Thorpe, Cllr Wills

Clerk Yvonne Merritt

The Meeting Commenced at 7.31pm

25/59 Public Forum – There were three members of the public present.
1. It was reported that there was currently no seating at the bus stop, which doubled as a book library.  The Council were asked to encourage the pub to replace their bench.
2. It was requested that the Parish Council encourage more communication between the Parish Council and EHDC especially where 211 notice applications were received.

25/60 Representations from District and County Councillors 
EHDC Cllr Williamson responded to the question 2 above. He advised that the EHDC has no statutory duty to consult on 211 notices.  He updated that Council on the forthcoming Local Government reorganisation.  East Herts preference was for three unitary authorities, the local one comprising of Broxbourne, N Herts, E Herts and Stevenage.  The County Council’s preference was for two unitary authorities.  The final decision would be taken by government in July 2026, with elections taking place in May 2027.  There would be a year overlap, with the new Councils working as unitary authorities from May 2028.

There was no report from County Councillor Cllr Mark Pope.

25/61 Representations from the Police – 
PC Leon De Bruyn sent his apologies but sent a written report. Cllr Bratt informed the Council that the Neighbourhood Team were prioritising youth antisocial behaviour, poaching and hare coursing.  In Furneux Pelham in the last quarter there had been one account of criminal damage and one of arson.
              
25/62 Apologies for absence – Apologies were received from Cllr Bayes.

25/63 Declaration of interest and requests for dispensation – There were no declarations

25/64  Chairman’s Announcements – Cllr Bratt expressed sadness with the news that Cllrs Thorpe and Wills would be stepping down from the Council.  He advised that Cllr Thorpe would step down from 1st December 2025, due to work commitments and Cllr Wills in the new year as he was moving out of the area.  The process was in place for replacements, however Cllr Bratt wished to officially thank both councillors for their invaluable service.
Cllr Goodman agreed to take over update of the Facebook page from Cllr Wills.

25/65 Questions under Standing Order 9 – None received

25/66 Adoption of the minutes dated 24th September 2025
The Minutes of the above-named meeting were approved at a true and correct record and duly signed by the Chairman.
Proposed by Cllr Thorpe, seconded by Cllr Wills and unanimously approved.

25/67 	To receive an update on matters arising from the previous meeting which are not 
                covered in the course of this agenda and resolutions requiring action. 
	
Cllr Goodman updated the Council on the tree work at the rear of Bowyers Cottage.  An email had been sent regarding the gate that had been erected without permission.   

Cllr Smart advised that the benches for Kings Dell had been delivered and would be placed in the new year.

Residents had taken unilateral action to resurface Whitebarns Lane and Chris Hinchliff MP was challenging HCC to adopt the road now that the work had been completed, although it did not meet with the full HCC specification.  


25/53   Finance 

a) To receive an update on the Council’s financial position
The Clerk advised that the Current balance was £11241.25 as at 5th November 2025.


b) To approve payments.
· Edwards Maintenance Notice boards	£350.00
· Defib IPADS				£155.88
· Marmax Benches				£910.56
· Milage					£   44.10

This was proposed by Cllr Smart, seconded by Cllr Bratt and unanimously approved

c)  Cashbook update
The Council considered the current position.  Quotations were required for a kissing gate for Kings Dell.  The Clerk reminded Cllrs that the precept would need to be set at the next meeting and therefore it was important that the meeting be quorate.

d) Resolution to remove Tracey Langlois Ex Councillor from the Bank Authorisation.
In accordance with the banking regulations, the Council RESOLVED to remove Tracey Langlois from the bank authorisation.  
This was proposed by Cllr Smart, seconded by Cllr Wills and unanimously approved.

e) Resolution to authorise Kevin Bayes and Bradley Goodman to be signatories on the Councils Bank.
The Council RESOLVED to add Cllr Kevin Bayes and Cllr Bradley Goodman to be signatories on the Councils bank account. 
This was proposed by Cllr Wills, seconded by Cllr Smart and unanimously approved.


25/69   Policy Documents.
                The Council agreed to the adoption of the LG Transparency Code.
                This was proposed by the Chair and unanimously agreed.
                 
25/70  Request from Albury Parish Council to join a petition to stop the proposed closure  
               of Albury school.
	
It was noted that there were comments from local residents supporting the campaign to save Albury school from closure. Parents in Furneux Pelham were concerned about increasing pupil numbers at Furneux Pelham school, the stretching of teaching resources, budget implications and the toll on the SEN teacher with the potential additional students with unknown requirements. It was felt important that there should be an obligation for interparish co-liberation. 
It was also noted that Albury school was heavily undersubscribed with the finances projecting a deficit of £110K raising to £506K over the next four years.
It was confirmed that HCC had already made the decision to close the school, therefore the petition would be to appeal against the decision.
It was agreed that the Clerk contact the Chair of Governors to ask their opinion on the proposed closure and report back to the Council.  

25/71    Planning Applications – 

a) The following applications were reviewed

3/24/1298/FUL	Land Adj to Barleycroft End – Awaiting Decision
3/25/0991/FUL The Little Thatched Barn, East End – Awaiting Decision
3/25/1037/FUL Tye Cottage, East End - Awaiting Decision
3/24/2038/FUL LPA Appeal 25/00044 Refuse The Grange 2 Lower Farm Lane East End – Appeal Dismissed 24th October 2025.
3/25/1059/HH Stable Cottage Patient End – Granted subject to conditions 24th October 2025
3/25/1180 Hollybush The Street – Refused 8th October 2025
3/25/1298 Land at Barley Croft – Granted Subject to conditions 28th October 2025
3/25/1071/LBC Amended Plan Hixham Cottage Hixham Road – Refused 16th October 2025
3/25/1059/HH Stable Cottage Patient End – Granted subject to conditions 24th October 2025
X/25/0523/CND Hixham Hall- Discharged in Full 28th October 2025
3/25/1606HH Hixham Cottage – Awaiting Decision.
3/25/1526 Duck Street Cottage - Awaiting Decision
3/25/1660/LBC 1 & 2 The Old Brewery Violets Lane – No Comment
3/25/1689/LBC Hixham House – No Comment
3/25/1758/HH Barleys The Street - No Comment.

25/72  Councillor Updates

a) Footpaths and Highways – Cllr Thorpe
Cllr Thorpe advised that as previously mentioned, Whitebarns Lane was now resurfaced. 40 potholes had been repaired and all bar one footpath were in good condition. 
Cllr Bratt thanked Cllr Thorpe and stated that the Council were in debt for the work Cllr Thorpe had carried out.

b) Cllr Wills stated that it had been a pleasure to serve on the Council for the past four years.  Cllr Bratt thanked Cllr Wills for his service stating that they would be hard shoes to fill.

c) Closure of the Car Park – Cllr Goodman

Cllr Goodman confirmed that the Village Hall Car Park would be closed from 5pm on 1st December – reopening on 4th December to allow for the hedge to be cut.  Notices were being put on the cars and delivered to local residents, along with notices in the notice boards and on the FB page.

25/73           Date and Time of Next Meeting

                        The date of the next meeting was confirmed as 21st January 2026 at 7.30pm.

                       There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.05 pm
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