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Furneux Pelham Parish Council
Council Minutes

Meeting held on 21st January 2026

Present:  Cllr. S Bratt (Chair)
Cllr Bayes, Cllr Goodman, Cllr Smart, Cllr Wills
One vacancy.

Clerk Yvonne Merritt

The Meeting Commenced at 7.32pm

25/74 Public Forum – There were no members of the public present.

25/75 Representations from District and County Councillors 

County Councillor Cllr Mark Pope advised that he had been asked to arrange a traffic survey for speeding cars in Duck Street, by a local resident.  He had received the results of the survey that run from 11th – 17th November 2025.  There was no evidence of any speeding vehicles.  1500 cars passed over a seven-day period with an average of 220 vehicles per day.  The average speed was 26 mph.  The current speed limit is 60 mph, and the resident wanted the speed reduced to 30, however evidence suggests this will not be necessary.

Members suggested that a traffic survey would be useful at the top end of Barley Croft where the 60mph limit is reduced to 30.  This is not clearly signposted and therefore not observed.  It was suggested that the Clerk email after April when the new locality budget would be available.

Cllr Pope gave an update of progress with the proposed unitary authority process.  All suggestions had been submitted, and the government were now looking at the feasibility of each proposal and would make a decision in the summer.

EHDC Cllr Williamson sent his apologies and had nothing to report.


25/76 Representations from the Police – 
PC Leon De Bruyn sent his apologies and had nothing to report.
              
25/77 Apologies for absence – None

25/78 Declaration of interest and requests for dispensation – There were no declarations

25/79  Chairman’s Announcements – Cllr Bratt advised that the Salvation Army clothes 
               recycling bin had been removed.

25/80   To receive any nominations for co-option – none received; however Cllr Wills agreed to  
stay on the Council until the end of the financial year to ensure that the Council    meetings remain quorate.

25/81 Questions under Standing Order 9 – None received

25/82 Adoption of the minutes dated 26th November 2025
The Minutes of the above-named meeting were approved at a true and correct record and duly signed by the Chairman.
Proposed by Cllr Smart, seconded by Cllr Goodman and unanimously approved.

25/83    To receive an update on matters arising from the previous meeting which are not 
                covered in the course of this agenda and resolutions requiring action. 
	
Defibs- The Chair confirmed that the defib pads had been handed over to the custodian upon receipt.

25/84   Finance 

a) To receive an update on the Council’s financial position
The Clerk advised that the Current balance was £8814.13 as of 31st December 2025.

b)   Fees and Charges for the Allotments 2026/27
After discussion the Council RESOLVED not to increase the fees for the allotments and that the Clerk publicise the vacancies in the next edition of the Pelhams Magazine and the Council website and FB pages.

This was proposed by Cllr Goodman, seconded by Cllr Bratt and unanimously approved.

c) To approve payments.

· PW Construction Hedge Cutting		£960.00
· Milage 26.11.25				£   44.10
· Stationary 					£   11.99

This was proposed by Cllr Smart, seconded by Cllr Wills and unanimously approved

d)  Precept 2026/27
Members discussed the proposals set out in the report.  It was noted that there were likely to be additional expenditure in Kings Dell and the maintenance of the Car Park and therefore should increase the precept accordingly.
The Council RESOLVED to increase the precept by £500 to £6500 an increase of £1.39 per annum for a band D property.
This was proposed by Cllr Wills, seconded by Cllr Smart and unanimously approved.

25/85    Policy Documents.
                The Council agreed to approve the following updated policies.
· Members code of Conduct 
· Co-Option Policy.
                This was proposed by Cllr Goodman, seconded by Cllr Smart and unanimously agreed.
                 
25/86    Kings Dell
                 Members looked at the artwork for the interpretation board for Kings Dell.  It was agreed 
  that the Parish Logo should be located at the top left hand side and that the words ‘Supported by’ be placed before the Hundred Parishes logo bottom right.

25/87    Planning Applications – 

a) The following applications were reviewed

3/25/0991/FUL The Little Thatched Barn, East End – Awaiting Decision
3/25/1037/FUL Tye Cottage, East End - Awaiting Decision
3/25/1606HH Hixham Cottage – Granted subject to conditions 8th January 2026
3/25/1526 Duck Street Cottage – Refused 6th January 2026
3/25/1660/LBC 1 & 2 The Old Brewery Violets Lane – Awaiting Decision
3/25/1689/LBC Hixham House – Granted subject to conditions 23rd December 2025
3/25/1758/HH Barleys The Street – Granted subject to conditions 31st December 2025
3/25/1526/FUL Duck Street Cottage – Refused 6th January 2026
3/25/1860/FUL Dingley Dell, The Street – Awaiting Decision
3/25/1923/LBC White Pastures, East End - Awaiting Decision
3/25/1922HH White Pastures, East End - Awaiting Decision

25/88  Councillor Updates


a) Cllr Wills asked about the play bark, it was confirmed that this request had been approved at the September meeting.  It was agreed that Cllr Goodman would place the order.
b)  Cllr Goodman - advised that he had been interviewed by the police regarding the land to the rear of Bowyers Cottage, providing factual evidence of the newt population within the site. He had been advised that the developers and ground workers would be interviewed under caution.

Cllr Goodman confirmed that the hedge cutting on  the Village Hall Car Park had been completed.
              
c) Cllr Smart added that the benches would be installed at Kings Dell along with the clearing of the pathways in February.  It was requested that a Councillor meet with them on site to approve the locations.

25/89          Date and Time of Next Meeting

                        The date of the next meeting was confirmed as 25th March 2026 at 7.30pm.
The Clerk advised that at that meeting the meeting dates for the next financial year would be agreed together with the date for the Annual Meeting.  

                       There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.28 pm
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