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Cllr Stephen Bratt 
 Cllr.stephen.bratt@furneuxpelham-pc.gov.uk 
Chair of the Council and Responsible for Business Issues
 
The Council held six bimonthly meetings during the year. Cllr Michael Thorpe resigned in 2025 and his position has been filled by the co-option of Cllr Andy Gravestock. Cllr. Eddie Wills resigned early in 2026 and the vacancy is being progressed. Both have made outstanding contributions to the Council and we wish them well. 
 
There have been no Furneux Pelham business issues raised during the year. Cllrs Harry Smart and Stephen Bratt have been the Council's nominees as trustees of the Charity of Mary Wheatley. Trustees have met on three occasions with the two nominees of the Church and I am pleased to report that grants have been made to support education at both Furneux Pelham School and the Pelhams Pre-School.

The Council thanks The Hundred Parishes Society for a generous grant towards the provision of two benches and an interpretation board at Kings Dell field, and also to shepherds Emma and Connor for their hard work in maintaining the field and installing the benches.   
 
I would like to thank all councillors for their support during the year, and most particularly our Parish Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer Yvonne Merritt.
 
 Cllr Harry Smart
Cllr.Harry.smart@furneuxpelham-pc.gov.uk
Responsible for Planning Issues

The Parish Council’s policy in consultations on planning applications is that it will generally rely on the planning authority and other relevant bodies to take into account all approved policies when considering applications for developments in the Parish, and will therefore not normally submit a formal response to the planning authority.  This policy does not override the right of Councillors to express their own opinions on individual planning applications.  The Parish Council supports the right of all individuals to submit their own comments on applications to the planning authority and would encourage them to do so.  In exceptional circumstances, where it is felt that the nature and scale of the application have potential ramifications for the wider village community, the Parish Council may invite representations from objector(s) and applicant(s), and submit responses to the planning authority as appropriate.
 
In the last year, the Parish Council has considered more than 46 planning applications for developments in Furneux Pelham.   No formal objections have been submitted to the planning authority on any application.
 
The application mentioned in last year’s report  for the construction of a storage lagoon to store digestate at an Agricultural Field Lying North West Of Furneux Pelham to which the Council objected on traffic grounds is still undecided.  This application was submitted in 2024.  One of the responses to the application was from the Consulting Arboricultural Officer who noted that the application should have been supported by an Arboricultural Impact Assessment (AIA) but no AIA had been submitted.  The Officer recommended that “Until a suitable AIA is provided, this application should be considered only for refusal”.   The fact that the application remains undecided implies that an AIA has still not been submitted.
  
Cllr Kevin Bayes
Cllr.kevin.bayes@furneuxpelham-pc.gov.uk
Responsible for Environmental Issues
 
As a parish councillor with the responsibility for environmental matters, my role is safeguarding and protecting our local environment. This responsibility encompasses a range of duties, including promoting sustainability, overseeing green spaces, and addressing environmental concerns within the community.

Residents are naturally concerned about pollution, litter, and fly-tipping problems together with flooding and I will support eco-friendly policies and encourage responsible development.

I support green initiatives such as conservation efforts and waste reduction and support projects like tree planting, flood prevention, and community clean-ups.

It is important to maintain our local area, ensuring a cleaner, greener, and more sustainable space for current and future generations.


Cllr Bradley Goodman
Cllr.bradley.goodman@furneuxpelham-pc.gov.uk
Responsible for Open Spaces

Over the last year, I have been pleased to contribute to several projects within the village during my first year as a councillor. I arranged for the hedge in the village hall car park to be cut back, helped organise the restoration of the notice boards, and took part in organising and spreading the play bark at the village park. I have thoroughly enjoyed my first year in the role and the opportunity it has given me to get more involved in village matters and support the local community. It has been rewarding to make a positive contribution to the village, and I look forward to continuing to work with fellow councillors and residents in the coming year to help support and improve the community wherever possible.

Cllr Andy Gravestock
Cllr.andy.gravestock@furneuxpelham-pc.gov.uk
New Councillor

By way of introduction. My wife and I have lived in the village since 2002 and live close to The Tap. 
After an approach from now fellow Councilor Steve Bratt I volunteered to join the PC to fill a vacancy that had arisen and spread the burden. I also enjoy helping others and enjoy living in Furneux, we seem like a nice bunch. Let’s see how it all goes…….
I was elected on to the Parish Council in March 2026 and so have not yet had works to report upon but instead write a little piece about my interests and activities.
Last year I took over Chair of Furneux Pelham Allotment Association, for those that don’t know the plots are nestled behind the St Mary’s Church. At present there are twelve allotmenteers who all live in Furneux. As a side note there are full and half plots available. If you’re interested feel free to get in touch, no need to live in FP to take a plot.
I am a keen rugby fan and help out as Bishops Stortford Rugby Club at home games on the gate. BSRFC have had a great season and finished sixth in National League One matching our previous best; this is the right league for us regularly providing competitive games. The Club is a great amenity to Stortford and is supported by a great number of volunteers.
Although not an avid reader I do enjoy a good book on 18th and 19 Century sailing, what a time for adventure and survival that was. There are many a true story from period accounts which are great but equally a Patrick O’Brian and Rich Woodman provide great enjoyment.
I was introduced to the joys (?) of old cars many years ago by a friend and can often be found in the garage tinkering, they always require some form of attention. Other than that, work and walking Freddy the Spaniel seem to occupy much of the rest of my time.
Yvonne Merritt
Clerk@furneuxpelham-pc.gov.uk
Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer

It has again been a busy year.  The Council have been playing catchup on a number of outstanding projects.  The hedge at the carpark next to the village hall has been cut back making more room for vehicles.  The village noticeboards and village hall sign have been refurbished.  Work has been carried out at Kings Dell with the help of local shepherds Connor and Emma who have installed two new benches.  An interpretation board has also been ordered and will be installed in the near future.  Grants have been awarded to the Parish Church, East Herts Citizens Advice and the Pelhams Magazine. New Bark chippings have been laid at the play area at the tap.  All of this has come at a cost which has eaten into the Council’s reserves.  
Over the next twelve months, work will continue bringing the council affairs into line with auditors recommendations and local government legislation.  The council will watch with interest at the proposed Unitary Authority, when East Herts District Council will be merged, (with whom we wait to find out).
The Council also has a vacancy for a Parish Councillor, so if you are interested in joining the parish council and want to give back to the community, please get in touch.
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