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Furneux Pelham Parish Council
Council Minutes

Meeting held on 25th March 2026

Present:  Cllr. S Bratt (Chair)
Cllr Bayes, Cllr Goodman, Cllr Smart, Cllr Wills
One vacancy.

Clerk Yvonne Merritt

The Meeting Commenced at 7.30 pm

25/90 Public Forum – There were five members of the public present.
· A member asked about the loss of the Salvation Army Bin, the Clerk advised that this had been chased but had received no response.  She advised she would try again.
· The Allotment Representative advised they now had a Facebook page.
· A member asked if the details from the Village Hall, including contact details and events could be included on the Parish Council website.  The Clerk advised that guidance suggested that the Parish Council website should only include the responsibilities of the Council.  The Council confirmed that there were not time or resources available to keep the village hall information up to date.

25/91 Representations from District and County Councillors - It was noted that EHDC Cllr Williamson had resigned and that an election would take place in May.  
There was no response from HCC Cllr Pope.

25/92 Representations from the Police – 
PC Leon De Bruyn sent his apologies but had sent a report advising that since the last meeting there had not been any reportable crimes.
              
25/93 Apologies for absence – None

25/94 Declaration of interest and requests for dispensation – Cllr Bratt declared a personal interest in item 25/100 Grant applications.

25/95  Chairman’s Announcements – Cllr Bratt advised that the Salvation Army clothes 
               recycling bin had been removed.

25/96  To receive any nominations for co-option – 
 A nomination was received from Andy Gravestock.
The Council Resolved to co-opt Andy Gravestock to the Council, he duly signed the declaration of acceptance and joined the Council.

25/97 Questions under Standing Order 9 – None received

25/98 Adoption of the minutes dated 21st January 2026
The Minutes of the above-named meeting were approved at a true and correct record and duly signed by the Chairman.
Proposed by Cllr Smart, seconded by Cllr Goodman and unanimously approved.

25/99   To receive an update on matters arising from the previous meeting which are not 
                covered in the course of this agenda and resolutions requiring action. 
                Nothing specific
	
25/100   Finance 

a) To receive an update on the Council’s financial position
The Clerk advised that the Current balance was £7042.61 as of 15th March 2026.

b) To approve payments.
· Milage 21.1.26                                 £44.10
· HAPTC Allotment Training          £35.00
· Stationery                                          £10.98
· Allotment Rent 24/25                   £100.00
· Allotment Rent 25/26                   £100.00
· Village Hall Rental                         £100.00
· Allotment Capital                          £827.10
· F. Knight                                              £80.00
· Lawn Enforcement Bark             £360.00
Total Payments                                       £1657.18                         

This was proposed by Cllr Smart, seconded by Cllr Wills and unanimously approved

c) To approve the councils mobile phone contract with Tesco mobile. £10.00 PCM for 3GB data, unlimited texts and minutes for 24-month contract. Increasing to £10.60 from March 2026.  
This was approved by Cllr Smart, seconded by Cllr Goodman and unanimously approved.
d) To approve the Financial Risk Assessment                        
This was approved by Cllr Goodman, seconded by Cllr Smart and unanimously approved.

e)  To approve the Asset Register    
This was approved by Cllr Goodman, seconded by Cllr Smart and unanimously approved.

f) To consider grant applications from the following :-

Before discussion, the Clerk reminded members of the Council’s financial position and suggested that moving forward it would be appropriate to set an annual budget for grants.  It was agreed that this would be added to a future agenda.

· East Herts CAB                                   £300.00
Members discussed the application and it was noted that the CAB had helped a number of residents in the last year with a total of 142 actions from topics such as debt and divorce.  
Members discussed the application and The Council REOLVED to grant the sum of £300 to the East Herts Citizens Advice Service towards training a new adviser for the area.
This was carried with four in favour and one abstention.

The grant was awarded under LGA 1972, section 142

· Furneux Pelham Parish Church 	£500.00
The meeting was suspended at 8.10pm to receive a report from the Benefice Priest-in-Charge. The meeting was reconvened at 8.19pm.
Members discussed the application, members were advised that the church had a congregation of 20, and that the money requested was for the maintenance of the Churchyard which was open to the public.
Members discussed the merits of the application.
Cllr Wills proposed that the Church be awarded £400.
Cllr Smart made an amendment to the proposal that the Church be awarded £300 and that this be reassessed in September when the council had a better understanding of their financial position to add an additional £100 if finances allowed.
The Council voted on the first proposal which failed with two in favour and four against.
The Council voted on the proposal as amended and this was carried with five in favour and one abstention.
The council RESOLVED to grant Furneux Pelham Parish Church the sum of £300 with consideration of an additional £100 in September if finances allowed.

The grant was awarded under Section 214(6) of the Local Government Act 1972,

· Pelhams Magazine                            £39.90

Cllr Bratt advised that the grant was for wallets that were given to new residents as a welcome pack, with information about groups, societies, services and general public information useful to new residents.  These booklets were hand delivered and had received good feedback.

The Council RESOLVED to grant the sum of £39.90 towards welcome pack wallets.
This was proposed by Cllr Wills, seconded by Cllr Bayes and unanimously approved.
Cllr Bratt had declared an interest and did not vote.

The grant was awarded under Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972

25/101    Policy Documents.
                The Council agreed to approve the following updated policies.

· Disciplinary Procedure
· Grievance Procedure
                This was proposed by Cllr Goodman, seconded by Cllr Smart and unanimously agreed.

25/102   Clerks Contract of Employment
                  The Chair thanked Cllr Smart and the Clerk for the work carried out.
                The Council RESOLVED to approve the Clerks permanent Contract of Employment.
                  This was proposed by the Chair and unanimously approved.

25/103    Meeting Schedule for 2026/27

Annual Meeting/Annual Parish Meeting         27th May 2026
Council Meeting                                                        22nd July 2026
Council Meeting                                                        30th September 2026
Council Meeting                                                        25th November 2026
Council Meeting (precept setting)                    27th January 2027
Council Meeting                                                        24th March 2027

25/104    Planning Applications – 

a) The following applications were reviewed

3/25/0991/FUL The Little Thatched Barn, East End – Granted with Conditions 17/02/2026
3/25/1037/FUL Tye Cottage, East End - Awaiting Decision
3/25/1660/LBC 1 & 2 The Old Brewery Violets Lane – Withdrawn
3/25/1860/FUL Dingley Dell, The Street – Awaiting Decision
3/25/1923/LBC White Pastures, East End - Awaiting Decision
3/25/1922HH White Pastures, East End - Awaiting Decision
3/25/1927/HH Elm Cottage East End – Granted with Conditions 19/03/26
3/2/2011/FUL Chapel House Barn, The Street – Awaiting Decision
3/25/2012/LBC Chapel House Barn, The Street - Awaiting Decision
3/26/0096/HH Duck Street Barns, The Street – Refused 19/03/26
3/26/0087/VAR Land Adj Hall Cottage, The Street – Granted with conditions 20/03/26
3/26/0115/HH 3 Old Common Barleycroft End – Awaiting Decision
3/25/2029/FUL Greens Farm, East End - Awaiting Decision

25/105  Councillor Updates

· Cllr Smart advised that the benches would be installed at Kings Dell on 3rd April.  The Council would need make reimbursement for the Postcrete after installation.
· Cllr Goodman advised that he had not received anything further on the land behind Bowyers Cottage.  
· Cllr Bratt advised that the Clerk had received communication from James Ellis, Director for Legal, Policy and Governance and Monitoring Officer, regarding the co-option process, the Clerk had assured Mr Ellis that due process had taken place, which had not been acknowledged.  The Chair advised he was going to write to ask for acknowledgement and an apology.
· Cllr Wills advised that now Cllr Gravestock had been co-opted he would offer his resignation as he was moving out of the area in the next few weeks.  The Chair thanked Cllr Wills for his service and wished him well in the future.

25/106         Date and Time of Next Meeting

The date of the next meeting was confirmed as 27th May 2026 at 7.30pm, when the Annual Meeting and Annual Parish Meeting would take place.  The Clerk advised that she would be asking Cllrs for their annual report after Easter.

                       There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.50 pm
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