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Furneux Pelham Parish Council
Annual Meeting Minutes

Meeting held on 27th May 2026

Present:  Cllr. S Bratt (Chair)
Cllr A Gravestock, Cllr H Smart

Clerk Yvonne Merritt

The Meeting Commenced at 8.00 pm

26/06  Public Forum – There was one member of the public present.

26/07 	Report from District and County Councillors
EHDC Cllr Jeff Jones spoke of the proposed unitary authority, the result of the consultation is likely to be released in the summer.

26/08	Report from the Police
The police report noted that there had been no reported crimes for the Parish in the last quarter.             

26/09 	Election of Chairman for the municipal year 2026/27
Cllr Smart nominated Cllr Bratt which was seconded by Cllr Gravestock and unanimously supported.
	Cllr Bratt accepted the nomination and duly signed the declaration of acceptance.	

26/10	Election of Vice Chair for the municipal year 2026/27
Cllr Bratt proposed Cllr Smart as Vice Chair for the following year.  This was seconded by Cllr Gravestock and unanimously supported.
Cllr Smart was elected as Vice Chair the following year.

26/11 Apologies for absence – Apologies were received from Cllrs Bayes and Goodman.

26/12  Declaration of interest and requests for dispensation – None

26/13 Chairman’s Announcements - The Chair advised that he had attended a presentation from the National Grid launching a grant programme which totalled £530k.  Environmental projects would be welcomed.  More information would follow but it was felt that an application could be made towards hedging at Kings Dell to secure the site.
Another idea was to see if electric charging points could be put into the carpark.  Cllr Gravestock agreed to investigate.
The Chair also advised that the Parish Council had granted the church £300 towards the maintenance of the church yard, when the church had assets of £73k.  He said he wished the Council to relook at the grants and donations policy to include match funding and money in the bank.
Finally he advised that there had been no call for an election and therefore the Council were free to c-opt a new councillor.  He asked Councillors to speak to prospective candidates and the Clerk to formally advertise the position.


26/14  Questions under Standing Order 9 – None received

26/15  Adoption of the minutes dated 25th March 2026
The Minutes of the above-named meeting were approved at a true and correct record and duly signed by the Chairman.


26/16 	To receive an update on matters arising from the previous meeting which are not 
                covered in the course of this agenda and resolutions requiring action.
	Nothing additional to report.

26/17 	Representatives from outside bodies
Cllr Bratt advised the purposed of the Charity and the Council confirmed the current representatives.

26/18	Bank Mandate and authorised signatories.
The Council confirmed that Cllrs Bratt, Bayes, Goodman and Smart remain as signatories, and that Cllr Gravestock would be added to the mandate
This was proposed by the Chair and unanimously approved.

26/19	Grants and Subscriptions
	The Council confirmed the subscription to The Hundred Parishes at a sum of £10 PA

26/20   Finance 

1. To receive an update on the Council’s financial position
The Clerk advised that the Opening Balance for the financial year was £4296.53 which was considerably lower than previous years.

1. To approve payments.
· HAPTC subscription		£  381.36
· Microsoft Annual Fee		£    84.99
· Malware Annual Fee		£    38.00
· Shelley Signs			£1926.00
· HAPTC Internal Audit		£  200.36
· Postcrete Kings Dell                    	£    20.25
· Refreshments for Meeting                  £    16.75
· Epsom Printer  			£    59.99
· Milage				£    44.10

This was proposed by Cllr Gravestock, seconded by Cllr Smart and unanimously     approved




1.  To receive and note the final update report of the Internal Auditor.
The Cllrs noted the contents of the report and wanted to comment on the amount of work undertaken in the past 10 months.  The Clerk advised that outstanding issues would be addressed in the coming months.
The Council 
RESOLVED
To note the report.
This was proposed by the Chair and unanimously approved.

1. Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) 2025/26
The Council reviewed the AGAR and completed the forms, noting that the return had to be submitted before 30th June 2026.
The Council 
RESOLVED
To approve the AGAR for 2025/26 and the contents therein.
This was proposed by Cllr Smart, seconded by Cllr Gravestock and unanimously approved.

1. Standing Orders and Direct Debits 2026/27
The Council 
RESOLVED 
To approve the following direct debits for 2026/27
· Castle Water
· Hundred Parishes
· Information Commissioners Office
· Tesco Mobile Phone
        This was proposed from the Chair and unanimously approved.


26/21   Kings Dell Field.
The Clerk advised that she was going to apply to the Hundred Parishes for a grant toward the purchase and installation of a kissing gate for Kings Dell.  Cllr Smart suggested moving the large gate back to allow for a vehicle drop off point.  The Clerk advised that she would include this proposal into the application.  EHD Cllr Jones advised that if this was unsuccessful that HCC Cllr Pope had a locality budget to be spent within his area and this may be a way of seeking funding.
The Benches have been installed, and the interpretation board would be sited in the near future.
	
26/22  Planning Applications – 

1. The following applications were reviewed

3/25/1037/FUL  Tye Cottage – Awaiting Decision
3/25/1860/FUL amended plan  Dingley Dell - Awaiting Decision
3/25/1923/LBC  White Pastures – Granted with conditions 
3/25/1922/HH White Pastures - Granted with conditions
3/26/0115/HH 3 Old Common - Granted with conditions
3/25/2029/FUL  Greens Farm -  Refused
3/26/0309/FUL Land East of the Causeway – Awaiting Decision
3/26/0240/FUL Hollybush - Awaiting Decision
3/25/2011/FUL  Chapel House Barn – Awaiting Decision
3/25/1756/FUL Land North of East End -Awaiting Decision
3/26/0446/LBC Tinkers Hill Farm -  Awaiting Decision

26/23  Councillor Updates

a) Allotments – The Clerk advised that all the money had been collected and there were currently 2 full plots and 2 half plots available.

b) Councillor Roles and Responsibilities 26/27
· Allotments and Open Spaces – Cllr Goodman
· Environment – Cllr Bayes
· Finance and Administration – Cllr Bratt
· Footpaths and Public Rights of Way, Highways – Cllr Gravestock
· Media and Public Engagement, Village Hall – Vacant
· Planning - Cllr Smart

c) Salvation Army Clothes Bin -It was agreed that the Chair would put an article in the Pelhams magazine seeking opinions on the use of the clothes recycling bin in the car park.  It was noted that there were other bins available at local supermarkets which were able to be used.
 
25/27
1. Date of Next meeting – It was confirmed that that the next meeting would be the 22nd July 2026 at 7.30pm

The Meeting Closed at 9.00 pm
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