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Furneux Pelham Parish Council
Annual Meeting Minutes

Meeting held on 22nd July 2026

Present:  Cllr. S Bratt (Chair)
Cllr K Bayes, Cllr Braddley Goodman, Cllr A Gravestock, Cllr H Smart

Clerk Yvonne Merritt

The Meeting commenced at 7.31 pm

26/25 Public Forum – There were two  members of the public present.

26/26 	Report from District and County Councillors
EHDC Cllr Jeff Jones apologised for not attending but issued a written report regarding the unitary authority decision and about a meeting on the North London Reinforcement Project which was to be held at Stocking Pelham on 29th July 2026.

26/27	Report from the Police
The police report noted that there had been no reported crimes for the Parish in the last quarter.             

26/28 Apologies for absence – There were no apologies for absence.

26/29  Declaration of interest and requests for dispensation – None

26/30 Chairman’s Announcements - The Chair advised that there had been no applications to   
              fill the casual vacancy.  He asked members to approach suitable candidates to ask them  
               to apply.
               The Chair advised that he had attended the virtual HAPTC AGM. There were a number of 
               guest speakers. Steve Jarvis from HCC spoke on the unitary authority status, before the 
decision was made public but hinted that there would be four authorities. East Herts would be joined by Broxbourne and parts of North Herts which would increase the number of rural parishes.  The new authority would take over in 2028 which a transition period of one year starting in 2027.
The MP for Harpenden and Berkhamsted Victoria Collins spoke on development, specifically increase of water and sewerage facilities and better infrastructure supporting development.
Finally, Gary Moyle advised that the County Archives are moving to the old fire station in Hertford.  He had advised that if parish councils had historical documents that they should deposit them at County Archives for safe keeping.  Cllr Bratt advised that he would send a list of documents with their current condition.

26/31  Questions under Standing Order 9 – None received

26/32  Adoption of the minutes.
The Minutes of the Annual Meeting dated 27th May 2026 were noted and the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting of the same date were approved and duly signed by the Chair.


26/33 	To receive an update on matters arising from the previous meeting which are not 
                covered in the course of this agenda and resolutions requiring action.
Cllr Gravestock advised that he had forwarded the emails regarding grant applications from S106 but these had not been applicable to the School. However the grant funding from Veolia Sustainability Fund could be beneficial to the school in encouraging eco projects and sustainable travel.  It was agreed that this type of information would be posted on the Parish Council Facebook Page and website in future.

26/34   Finance 

1. To receive an update on the Council’s financial position
The Clerk advised that the balance as at 1.7.26 was £6380.90

1. To approve payments.
· Mileage				£    50.60
· EHDC Election expenses 2023         £    54.15
· Zurich Municipal Insurance	£   241.00

This was proposed by Cllr Bayes, seconded by Cllr Goodman and unanimously     approved

1.  To receive and note the final update report of the External Auditor.
The Council noted that the Certificate of Exemption had been accepted with no further comment.
The Council 
RESOLVED
To note the report.
This was proposed by the Chair and unanimously approved.

1. VAT – The Council noted that VAT could now be reclaimed under S126.  Applications could be made for the last four years, on non-business expenses. Cllr Bratt advised that he would look through invoices within his possession and the Clerk advised that she would make the necessary applications for purchases over the last two years.

1. Internal Audit – It was noted that the internal audit fee for 26/27 would be £214.38.
The Clerk mentioned that there was an accounts package which was tailored to small Parish Councils which cost about £300 per annum, however it produces proper accounts, allows the Council to set budgets and produced the AGAR at the end of the year.  It was agreed that the Clerk would forward information to Councillors and a decision would be made at the next meeting.

1. Allotment Water – It was noted that the estimated water bill had been excessive.  This situation was being monitored and meter reading taken on a monthly basis.  Cllr Gravestock was to investigate the line to see if there was evidence of an underground burst. 

26/35   Kings Dell Field.

Having applied for the grant for Kings Dell a question had been asked regarding parking to allow disabled visitors to access the area.   It was agreed that the field gate could be moved back to allow a parking space outside the field and then access could be through the kissing gate.  The Clerk agreed to inform the Hundred Parishes accordingly.	

26/36  Planning Applications – 

1. The following applications were reviewed

3/25/1037/FUL  Tye Cottage – Awaiting Decision
3/25/1860/FUL amended plan  Dingley Dell – Granted with conditions
3/26/0309/FUL Land East of the Causeway – Refused
3/26/0240/FUL Hollybush - Awaiting Decision
3/25/2011/FUL  Chapel House Barn – Granted with conditions
3/25/1756/FUL Land North of East End -Refused
3/26/0446/LBC Tinkers Hill Farm -  Awaiting Decision
3/26/0240/FUL Hollybush The Street – Awaiting Decision

26/36  Councillor Updates

a) Planning  - Cllr Gravestock asked about commenting on planning applications.  He was advised that there was a planning policy, which would be circulated, but essentially all planning applications were forwarded to all councillors who could make comment.  If Cllrs had comments or objections these would be circulated and if agreed the Clerk would forward them to the relevant authority.  It was agreed that once the policy had been circulated further discussion could take place, if required.

b) Grants Policy – The policy was agreed as written however an additional question would be added to the application form to ask what fund raising had been done.  It was also agreed that audited accounts should be obtained.  The Council would agree a budget for future years.

26/37

1. Date of Next meeting – It was confirmed that that the next meeting would be the 30th September 2026 at 7.30pm

The Meeting closed at 8.27 pm
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