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Furneux Pelham Parish Council  
Meeting Minutes

Meeting held on 30th September 2026

Present:  Cllr. S Bratt (Chair)
Cllr K Bayes, Cllr B Goodman, Cllr H Smart
Clerk Yvonne Merritt

The Meeting commenced at 7.30 pm

26/38 Public Forum – There were no members of the public present.

26/39 	Report from District and County Councillors
EHDC Cllr Jeff Jones confirmed that the Unitary Authority process had been paused and therefore it was likely that there would be elections in 2027. He also mentioned that there were substantial grants available from North London Grid Reinforcement and he urged the council to think of projects that could benefit from this grant.
He also advised that both he and HCC Cllr Mark Pope would be holding a Councillor surgery at Albury Village Hall on 3rd October 2026 from 12.30 – 4pm

26/40	Report from the Police
The police report noted that there had been no reported crimes for the Parish in the last quarter.             

26/41  	Apologies for absence – Apologies were received from Cllr Andy Gravestock

26/42 	Declaration of interest and requests for dispensation – None

26/43 	Chairman’s Announcements – 
· Cllr Bratt announced that sadly there had been two deaths in the parish since the last meeting.  Charles Pigg had died aged 83, and Matt Free at 61.  
· The Chair also mentioned the grant from the North London Grid Reinforcement Fund which was to be discussed under item 26/48 Kings Dell.
· The Chair had circulated a list of items recovered from the previous Clerk which were to be deposited in the Herts County Archives.  These included minutes from 1894 until present times.  The Council was asked if they wished to loan or donate the items.  If donated the County Archives section would conserve the documents.

It was agreed that the Parish Council would donate the documents to the Herts County Archives noting that access would still be granted if required.

· It was noted that despite best efforts there had not been anyone come forward to fill the councillor vacancy.  It was suggested that the council have a recruitment drive with an article in the Pelhams Magazine on what the parish council does and the role of a councillor, with the time commitment and responsibilities.  It was also suggested that the council hold a forum before the next meeting so that people could meet the Councillors and Clerk to ask questions and find out more.

It was agreed that the Council would hold a forum from 7pm on 25th November 2026 before the Council meeting and put an article in the Pelhams Magazine advertising the event.

26/45  Questions under Standing Order 9 – None received

26/46  Adoption of the minutes.
The Minutes of the meeting dated 22nd July 2026 were approved and duly signed by the Chair.

26/47 	To receive an update on matters arising from the previous meeting which are not 
                covered in the course of this agenda and resolutions requiring action.

Planning: Cllr Smart had drafted information on how the Council consider planning applications which would now be put on the website and on Councillor emails.
Allotment Water: Cllr Gravestock had taken monthly meter readings and the Clerk confirmed that there was no underground burst.  The estimated water bill was grossly inflated and she would be seeking financial reimbursement once the bill was received in the early part of October.  In the meantime, Cllr Gravestock was investigating alternative suppliers.
VAT: The Clerk was able to confirm that she had recovered over  £600 VAT for non-business items.  

26/34   Finance 

1. To receive an update on the Council’s financial position
The Clerk advised that the balance as at 22.9.26 was £5328.18

1. To approve payments.
· Mileage				£    50.60
· Defibrillator Battery		£  264.11
· Parish Online 			£  378.00
· Major Barclay Farms		£  100.00

· This was proposed by Cllr Smart, seconded by Cllr Goodman and unanimously     approved

1. Scribe Accounts Package.
Councillors had looked at the package and the Clerk had attended online training.  There were many advantages to the package including free of charge training and support, councillor access, summary and monthly reports, VAT filters and AGAR return, security online backups daily into the cloud. The system would provide better budgetary control and transparency. It would take between four and six hours to set up. The initial cost of set up was £199 + VAT with a monthly subscription of £20.00.

The Council RESOLVED to purchase the Scribe Accounts package at a cost of £199 + VAT and a monthly subscription of £20.00.
This was proposed by Cllr Smart, seconded by Cllr Bratt and unanimously approved.
26/49   Kings Dell Field.

The grant from North London National Grid had already been discussed and it was agreed that the Clerk apply for a grant of £15K towards work to be carried out at Kings Dell, to include hedging, new parking area and access points together the installation of the interpretation board.  Cllr Goodman agreed to try to obtain quotes for the work.

The Council RESOLVED that the Clerk apply for a grant of £15K towards work at Kings Dell.

This was proposed by Cllr Bratt, seconded by Cllr Goodman and unanimously approved.

26/50  Planning Applications – 

1. The following applications were reviewed

3/25/1037/FUL Tye Cottage – Granted with Conditions
3/26/0446/LBC Tinkers Hill Farm - Granted
3/26/0240/FUL Hollybush The Street – Awaiting Decision
3/26/094/HH Hixham Cottage – Granted with Conditions
3/26/0942/LBC Hixham Cottage – Granted with Conditions
3/26/1100/HH 22 Whitebarns – Granted with Conditions
3/26/1223/HH Ashbourn – Awaiting Decision

26/51  Councillor updates

a) To consider the maintenance of the Village Car Park
Cllr Goodman agreed to get a quote for the next meeting for lowering of the boundary hedge.
The Council wish to formally thank Cllr Gravestock for cutting back the hedge on the pathway.
b) Attendance at the Annual meeting of the Hertfordshire Parish and Town Councils and HCC
It was agreed that the Clerk would not be required to attend but would look at the minutes after the meeting to gain any relevant information.

26/52

1. Date of Next meeting – It was confirmed that that the next meeting would be the 25th November 2026 at 7.30pm, preceded by the Counlillor Forum at 7pm

The Meeting closed at 8.20 pm
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